


The boundaries of China's EEZ remain disputed, while Beijing and Washington differ on which activities
are permitted by law within a nation's EEZ.

China says that any intelligence data gathering by foreign governments within its EEZ is illegal - but the
US does not agree with this.

The Impeccable is used to map the ocean floor with sonar. The information is used by the US navy to
steer its own submarines or track those of other nations.

There is a large Chinese submarine base on Hainan island.
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