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Security Council Resolution 1540 

28 April 2004 

The Security Council, 

Affirming that proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons, as well as their 

means of delivery, constitutes a threat to international peace and security, 

Reaffirming, in this context, the Statement of its President…including the need for all 

Member States to fulfil their obligations in relation to arms control and disarmament and 

to prevent proliferation in all its aspects of all weapons of mass destruction, … 

Affirming its support for the multilateral treaties whose aim is to eliminate or prevent the 

proliferation of nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and the importance for all States 

parties to these treaties to implement them fully in order to promote international 

stability,  

Welcoming efforts in this context by multilateral arrangements which contribute to non-

proliferation,  

Affirming that prevention of proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons 

should not hamper international cooperation in materials, equipment and technology for 

peaceful purposes while goals of peaceful utilization should not be used as a cover for 

proliferation,  

Gravely concerned by the threat of terrorism and the risk that non-State actors such as 

those identified in the United Nations list established and maintained by the Committee 

established under Security Council resolution 1267 and those to whom resolution 1373 

applies, may acquire, develop, traffic in or use nuclear, chemical and biological weapons 

and their means of delivery, 

Gravely concerned by the threat of illicit trafficking in nuclear, chemical, or biological 

weapons and their means of delivery, and related materials, which adds a new dimension 

to the issue of proliferation of such weapons and also poses a threat to international peace 

and security,  

Recognizing the need to enhance coordination of efforts on national, subregional, 

regional and international levels in order to strengthen a global response to this serious 

challenge and threat to international security, … 

Recognizing further the urgent need for all States to take additional effective measures to 

prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their means of 

delivery,  

Encouraging all Member States to implement fully the disarmament treaties and 

agreements to which they are party, 

Reaffirming the need to combat by all means, in accordance with the Charter of the 

United Nations, threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts,  

Determined to facilitate henceforth an effective response to global threats in the area of 

non-proliferation,  



Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations,  

1.    Decides that all States shall refrain from providing any form of support to non-State 

actors that attempt to develop, acquire, manufacture, possess, transport, transfer or use 

nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their means of delivery; 

2.    Decides also that all States, in accordance with their national procedures, shall adopt 

and enforce appropriate effective laws which prohibit any non-State actor to manufacture, 

acquire, possess, develop, transport, transfer or use nuclear, chemical or biological 

weapons and their means of delivery, in particular for terrorist purposes…  

3.   Decides also that all States shall take and enforce effective measures to establish 

domestic controls to prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons 

and their means of delivery, including by establishing appropriate controls over related 

materials… 

4.    Decides to establish, in accordance with rule 28 of its provisional rules of procedure, 

for a period of no longer than two years, a Committee of the Security Council, … 

10.   Further to counter that threat, calls upon all States, in accordance with their national 

legal authorities and legislation and consistent with international law, to take cooperative 

action to prevent illicit trafficking in nuclear, chemical or biological weapons, their 

means of delivery, and related materials;  

11.   Expresses its intention to monitor closely the implementation of this resolution and, 

at the appropriate level, to take further decisions which may be required to this end; … 

 


