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65. In the written -proceedings,' the following submissions were presented by
the Parties:

On behalf of the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
in the Memorial:

“On the basis of the evidence and legal arguments presented in this
Memorial, the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Requests the International Court of Justice to adjudge and declare,

1. That the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro),
directly, or through the use of its surrogates, has violated and is violating
the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Geno-
cide, by destroying in part, and attempting to destroy in whole, national,
ethnical or religious groups within the, but not limited to the, territory
of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, including in particular the
Muslim population, by

— killing members of the group;

— causing deliberate bodily or mental harm to members of the group;
deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to
bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part;

— imposing measures intended fo prevent births within the group;

2. That the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
has violated and is viclating the Convention on the Prevention and Pun-
ishment of the Crime of Genocide by conspiring to commit genocide, by
complicity in genocide, by attempting to commit genocide and by incite-
ment to commit genocide;

3. That the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
has violated and is violating the Convention on the Prevention and Pun-
ishment of the Crime of Genocide by aiding and abetting individuals and
groups engaged in acts of genocide;

4. That the Federal Republic of Yugosiavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
has violated and is violating the Convention on the Prevention and Pun-
ishment of the Crime of Genocide by virtue of having failed to prevent and
to punish acts of genocide;

5. That the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
must immediately cease the above conduct and take immediate and effec-
tive steps to ensure full compliance with its obligations under the Conven-
tion on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide;

6. That the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
must wipe out the consequences of its international wrongful acts and
must restore the situation existing before the violations of the Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide were com-
mitted;

7. That, as a result of the international responsibility incurred for the
above violations of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro) is required to pay, and the Republic of Bosnia and Herze-
govina is entitled to receive, in its own right and as parens patrige for its
citizens, full compensation for the damages and losses caused, in the
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amount to be determined by the Court in a subsequent phase of the pro-
ceedings in this case.

The Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina reserves its right to supple-
ment or amend its submissions in the light of further pleadings.

The Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina also respectfully draws the
attention of the Court to the fact that it has not reiterated, at this point,
several of the requests it made in its Application, on the formal assump-
tion that the Federal Repubtlic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) has
accepted the jurisdiction of this Court under the terms of the Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. If the
Respondent were to reconsider its acceptance of the jurisdiction of the
Court under the terms of that Convention — which it is, in any event, not
entitled to do — the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina reserves its
right to invoke also all or some of the other existing titles of jurisdiction
and to revive all or some of its previous submissions and requests.”

On behalf of the Government of Serbia and Montenegro,
in the Counter-Memorial ':

“The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia requests the International Court
of Justice to adjudge and declare:

I. In view of the fact that no obligations established by the 1948 Con-
vention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide have
been violated with regard to Muslims and Croats,

— since the acts alleged by the Applicant have not been committed at all,
or not to the extent and in the way alleged by the Applicant, or

— if some have been committed, there was absolutely no intention of
committing genocide, and/or

— they have not been directed specifically against the members ok one
ethnic or religious group, i.e. they have not been committed against
individuals just because they belong to some ethnic or religious group,
consequently, they cannot be qualified as acts of genocide or other acts
prohibited by the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment
of the Crime of Genocide; and/or

2. In view of the fact that the acts alleged by the Applicant in its sub-
missions cannot be attributed to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,

— since they have not been committed by the organs of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia,

— since they have not been committed on the territory of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia,

— since they have not been committed by the order or under control of
the organs of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,

— since there is no other grounds based on the rules of international law
to consider them as acts of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,

! Submissions 3 to 6 relate to counter-claims which were subsequently withdrawn (see
paragraphs 26 and 27 above).

27



67

APPLICATION OF GENOCIDE CONVENTION (JUDGMENT)

therefore the Court rejects all claims of the Applicant; and

3. Bosnia and Herzegovina is responsible for the acts of genocide
committed against the Serbs in Bosnia and Herzegovina and for other
violations of the obligations established by the 1948 Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,

— because it has incited acts of genocide by the ‘Islamic Declaration’, and
in particular by the position contained in it that ‘there can be no peace
or coexistence between “Islamic faith” and “non-Islamic” social and
political institutions’,

— because it has incited acts of genocide by the Novi Vox, paper of the
Muslim youth, and in particular by the verses of a ‘Patriotic Song’
which read as follows:

‘Dear mother, I'm going to plant willows,
We'll hang Serbs from them.
Dear mother, I'm going to sharpen knives,
We’ll soon fill pits again®;

— because it has incited acts of genocide by the paper Zmaj od Bosne,
and in particular by the sentence int an article published in it that ‘BEach
Muslim must name a Serb and take oath to kill him’; -

— because public calls for the execution of Serbs were broadcast on radio
‘Hajat’ and thereby acts of genocide were incited;

— because the armed forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as other
organs of Bosnia and Herzegovina have committed acts of genocide
and other acts prohibited by the 1948 Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, against the Serbs in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, which have been stated in Chapter Seven of the
Counter-Memorial ; -

— because Bosnia and Herzegovina has not prevented the acts of geno-
cide and other acts prohibited by the 1948 Convention on the Preven-
tion and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, against the Serbs on
its territory, which have been stated in Chapter Seven of the Counter-
Memorial;

4. Bosnia and Herzegovina has the obligation to punish the persons
held responsible for the acts of genocide and other acts prohibited by the
1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide;

5. Bosnia and Herzegovina is bound to take necessary measures so that
the said acts would not be repeated in the future;

6. Bosnia and Herzegovina is bound to eliminate all consequences of
the violation of the obligations established by the 1948 Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide and provide
adequate compensation.” .

1
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IV. Tue ArpLicABLE LAaw: THE CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION AND
PUNISHMENT OF THE CRIME OF GENOCIDE

(1) The Convention in Brief

142. The Contracting Partics to the Convention, adopted on 9 Decem-
ber 1948, offer the following reasons for agreeing to its text:

“The Contracting Parties,

Having considered the declaration made by the General Assembly
of the United Nations in its resolution 96 (I) dated 11 Decem-
ber 1946 that genocide is a crime under international law, contrary

to the spirit and aims of the United Nations and condemned by the
civilized world,

Recognizing that at all periods of history genocide has inflicted
great losses on humanity, and

Being convinced that, in order to liberate mankind from such an
odious scourge, international co-operation is required,

Hereby agree as hereinafter provided . . .”

143. Under Article 1 “[t]he Contracting Parties confirm that genocide,
whether committed in time of peace or in time of war, is a crime under
international law which they undertake to prevent and to punish”.
Article II defines genocide in these terms:

“In the present Convention, genocide means any of the following
acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national,
ethnical, racial or religious group, as such:

-

(a} Killing members of the group;

(b} Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the
group;

(c¢) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated
to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part;

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.”

Article III provides as follows:

“The following acts shail be punishable:

{a) Genocide;

(b) Conspiracy to commit genocide;

(¢) Direct and public incitement to commit genocide;
{d) Attempt to commit genocide;

{e) Complicity in genocide.”

144. According to Article IV, persons committing any of those acts
shall be punished whether they are constitutionally responsible rulers,
public officials or private individuals. Article V requires the parties to
enact the necessary legislation to give effect to the Convention, and, in
particular, to provide effective penalties for persons guilty of genocide or
other acts enumerated in Article III, Article VI provides that

“Iplersons charged with genocide or any of the other acts enumer-
ated in article I shall be tried by a competent tribunal of the State
in the territory of which the act was committed, or by such interna-
tional penal tribunal as may have jurisdiction with respect to those
Contracting Parties which shall have accepted its jurisdiction”.

Article VII provides for extradition.
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145, Under Article VIII

“Any Contracting Party may call upon the competent organs of
the United Nations to take such action under the Charter of the
United Nations as they consider appropriate for the prevention and
suppression of acts of genocide or any of the other acts enumerated
in Article IIL.”

146. Article IX provides for certain disputes to be submitted to the
Court:

“Disputes between the Contracting Parties relating to the interpre-
tation, application or fulfilment of the present Convention, including
those relating to the responsibility of a State for genocide or for any
of the other acts enumerated in Article I1L, shall be submitted to the
International Court of Justice at the request of any of the parties to
the dispute.”

The remaining ten Articles are final clauses dealing with such matters as
parties to the Convention and its entry into force.

e

'(4) The Obligations Imposed by the Convention
on the Contracting Parties

155. The Applicant, in the words of its Agent, contends that “[t]his
case is about State responsibility and sécks to establish the responsibili-
ties of a State which, through its leadership, through its organs, commit-
ted the most brutal violations of one of the most sacred instruments of
international law”. The Applicant has emphasized that in its view, the
Genocide Convention “created a universal, treaty-based concept of State
responsibility”, and that “[ijt is State responsibility for genocide that this
legal proceeding is all about”. It relies in this respect on Article IX of the
Convention, which, it argues, “quite explicitly impose[s] on States a direct
responsibility themselves not to commit genocide or to aid in the com-
mission of genocide”. As to the obligation of prevention under Article I,
a breach of that obligation, according to the Applicant, “is established —
it might be said is ‘eclipsed’ — by the fact that [the Respondent] is itself
responsible for the genocide committed; . . . a State which commits geno-
cide has not fulfilled its commitment to prevent it” (emphasis in the origi-
nal). The argument moves on from alleged breaches of Article I to “vio-
lations [by the Respondent] of its obligations under Article III . ». to
which express reference is made in Article IX, violations which stand at
the heart of our case. This fundamental provision establishes the obliga-
tions whose violation engages the responsibility of States parties.” It fol-
lows that, in the contention of the Applicant, the Court has jurisdiction
under Article IX over alleged violations by a Contracting Party of those
obligations.

156. The Respondent contends to the contrary that

“the Genocide Convention does not provide for the responsibility of
States for acts of genocide as such. The duties prescribed by the
Convention relate to ‘the preveation and punishment of the crime of
genocide’ when this crime is committed by individuals: and the pro-
visions of Articles V and VI [about enforcement and prescription] . . .
make this abundantly clear.”

It argues that the Court therefore does not have jurisdiction ratione
materige under Article IX; and continues:

“Itlhese provisions [Articles I, V, VI and IX] do not extend to the
responsibility of a Contracting Party as such for acts of genocide but
[only] to responsibility for failure to prevent or to punish acts of
genocide committed by individuals within its territory or . . . its
contro}”,

The sole remedy in respect of that failure would, in the Respondent’s
view, be a declaratory judgment.
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157. As a subsidiary argument, the Respondent also contended that

“for a State to be responsible under the Genocide Convention, the
facts must first be established. As genocide is a crime, it can only be
established in accordance with the rules of criminal law, under which
the first requirement to be met is that of individual responsibility.
The State can incur responsibility only when the existence of geno-
cide has been established beyond all reasonable doubt. In addition,
it must then be shown that the person who committed the genocide
can engage the responsibility of the State . . .”

(This contention went on to mention responsibility based on breach of
the obtigation to prevent and punish, matters considered later in this
Judgment.)

158. The Respondent has in addition presented what it refers to as
“alternative arguments concerning solely State responsibility for breaches
of Articles IT and III”. Those arguments addressed the necessary condi-
tions, especially of intent, as well as of attribution. When presenting
those alternative arguments, counsel for the Respondent repeated the
principal submission set out above that “the Convention does not suggest
in any way that States themselves can commit genocide™.

159. The Court notes that there is no disagreement between the Parties
that the reference in Article IX to disputes about “the responsibility of a
State” as being among the disputes relating to the interpretation, applica-
tion or fulfilment of the Convention which come within the Court’s juris-
diction, indicates that provisions of the Convention do impose obliga-
tions on States in respect of which they may, in the event of breach, incur
responsibility. Articles V, VI and VII requiring legislation, in particular
providing effective penalties for persons guilty of genocide and the other
acts enumerated in Article I1I, and for the prosecution and extradition of
alleged offenders are plainly among them. Because those provisions regu-
lating punishment also have a deterrent and therefore a preventive effect
or purpose, they could be regarded as meeting and indeed exhausting the
undertaking to prevent the crime of genocide stated in Article I and men-
tioned in the title. On that basis, in support of the Respondent’s principal
position, that Article would rank as merely hortatory, introductory or
purposive and as preambular to those specific obligations. The remaining
specific provision, Article VIII about competent organs of the United
Nations taking action, may be seen as completing the system by support-
ing both prevention and suppression, in this case at the political level
rather than as a matter of legal responsibility.

160. The Court observes that what obligations the Convention imposes
upon the parties to it depends on the ordinary meaning of the terms of
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the Convention read in their context and in the light of its object and
purpose. To confirm the meaning resuiting from that process or to
remove ambiguity or obscurity or a manifestly absurd or unreasonable
result, the supplementary means of interpretation to which recourse may
be had include the preparatory work of the Convention and the circum-
stances of its conclusion. Those propositions, reflected in Articles 31
and 32 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, are well recog-
nized as part of customary international law: see Legal Consequences of
the Construction of a Wall in Occupied Palestinian Territory, Advisory
Opinion, I.C.J. Reports 2004, p. 174, para. 94; case concerning Avena
and Other Mexican Nationals (Mexico v. United States of America),
Judgment, 1. C.J. Reports 2004, p. 48, para. 83; LaGrand (Germany v.
United States of America), Judgment, 1.C.J. Reports 2001, p. 501,
para. 99; and Sovereignty over Pulau Ligitan and Pulau Sipadan (Indo-
nesial Malaysia), Judgment, I C.J. Reports 2002, p. 645, para. 37, and
the other cases referred to in those decisions.

161. To determine what are the obligations of the Contracting Parties
under the Genocide Convention, the Court will begin with the terms of
its Article 1. It contains two propositions. The first is the affirmation that
genocide 1s a crime under mternational law. That affirmation is to be
read in conjunction with the declaration that genocide is a crime under
international law, unanimously adopted by the General Assembly two
years earlier in its resolution 96 (I}, and referred to in the Preamble to the
Convention {paragraph 142, above). The affirmation recognizes the exist-
ing requirements of customary international law, a matter emphasized by
the Court in 1951:

“The origins of the Convention show that it was the intentich of
the United Nations to condemn and punish genocide as ‘a crime
under international law’ involving a denial of the right of existence
of entire human groups, a denial which shocks the conscience of
mankind and results in great losses to humanity, and which is con-
trary to moral law and to the spirit and aims of the United Nations
(Resolution 96 (I} of the General Assembly, December 11th 1946).
The first consequence arising from this conception is that the prin-
ciples underlying the Convention are principles which are recognized
by civilized nations as binding on States, even without any conven-
tional obligation. A second consequence is the universal character
both of the condemnation of genocide and of the co-operation
required “in order to liberate mankind from such an odious scourge’
(Preamble to the Convention} . . .

The objects of such a convention must also be considered, The
Convention was manifestly adopted for a purely humanitarian and
civilizing purpose. It is indeed difficult to imagine a convention that
might have this dual character to a greater degree, since its object on
the one hand is to safeguard the very existence of certain human
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groups and on the other to confirm and endorse the most elementary
principles of morality.” (Reservations to the Convention on the Pre-
vention and Punishiment of the Crime of Genocide, Advisory Opinion,
LC.J. Reports 1951, p. 23)

Later in that Opinion, the Court referred to “the moral and humanitar-
ian principles which are its basis” (ibid, p. 24). In earlier phases of the
present case the Court has also recalled resolution 96 (I) (1. C.J. Reports
1993, p. 23; see also pp. 348 and 440) and has quoted the 1951 statement
(I.C.J. Reports 1996 (II), p. 616). The Court reaffirmed the 1951 and
1996 statements in its Judgment of 3 February 2006 in the case concern-
ing Armed Activities on the Territory of the Congo { New Application
2002) (Democratic Republic of the Congo v. Rwanda), paragraph 64,
when it added that the norm prohibiting genocide was assuredly a per-
emptory norm of international law {jus cogens).

162. Those characterizations of the prohibition on genocide and the
purpose of the Convention are significant for the interpretation of the
second proposition stated in Article I — the undertaking by the Con-
tracting Parties to prevent and punish the crime of genocide, and particu-
larly in this context the undertaking to prevent. Several features of that
undertaking are significant. The ordinary meaning of the word “under-
take” is to give a formal promise, to bind or engage oneself, to give a
pledge or promise, to agree, to accept an obligation. It is a word regularly
used in treaties setting out the obligations of the Contracting Parties (cf.,
for example, International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination (7 March 1966), Art. 2, para. 1; International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (16 December 1966), Art. 2,
para. 1, and 3, for example}. It is not merely hortatory or purposive™The
undertaking is unqualified (a matter considered later in relation to the
scope of the obligation of prevention); and it is not to be read merely as
an introduction to later express references to legislation, prosecution and
extradition. Those features support the conclusion that Article I, in par-
ticular its undertaking to prevent, creates obligations distinct from those
which appear in the subsequent Articies. That conclusion is also sup-
ported by the purely humanitarian and civilizing purpose of the
Convention.

163. The conclusion is confirmed by two aspects of the preparatory
work of the Convention and the circumstances of its conclusion as
referred to in Article 32 of the Vienna Convention. In 1947 the United
Nations General Assembly, in requesting the Economic and Social Coun-
cil to submit a report and a draft convention on genocide to the Third
Session of the Assembly, declared “that genocide is an international
crime entailing national and international responsibility on the part of
individuals and States™ (A/RES/180 (11)). That duality of responsibilities
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is also to be seen in two other associated resolutions adopted on the same
day, both directed to the newly established International Law Commis-
sion (hereinafter “the ILC”): the first on the formulation of the Nurem-
berg principles, concerned with the rights (Principle V) and duties of
individuals, and the second on the draft declaration on the rights and
duties of States (A/RES/177 and A/RES/178 (11)). The duality of respon-
sibilities is further considered later in this Judgment (paragraphs 173-174).

164. The second feature of the drafting history emphasizes the opera-
tive and non-preambular character of Article I. The Preamble to the
draft Convention, prepared by the Ad Hoe Committee on Genocide for
the Third Session of the General Assembly and considered by its Sixth
Committee, read in part as follows:

“The High Contracting Parties

Being convinced that the prevention and punishment of genocide
requires international co-operation,

-

Hereby agree to prevent and punish the crime as hereinafter pro-
vided.”

The first Article would have provided “[glenocide is a crime under inter-
national law whether committed in time of peace or in time of war”
(report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Genocide, 5 April to 10 May 1948,
United Nations, Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Seventh Session, Supplement No. 6, doc. Ef794, pp. 2, 18).

Beigium was of the view that the undertaking to prevent and punish
should be made more effective by being contained in the operative patt of
the Convention rather than in the Preamble and proposed the following
Article I to the Sixth Committee of the General Assembly: “The High
Contracting Parties undertake to prevent and punish the crime of geno-
cide.” (United Nations doc. A/C.6/217.) The Netherlands then proposed
a new text of Article I combining the Ad Hoc Committee draft and the
Belgian proposal with some changes: “The High Contracting Parties
reaffirm that genocide is a crime under international law, which they
undertake to prevent and to punish, in accordance with the following
articles.” (United Nations docs. A/C.6/220; United Nations, Official
Records of the General Assembly, Third Session, Part I, Sixth Commit-
tee, Summary Records of the 68th meeting, p. 45.) The Danish
representative thought that Article I should be worded more effectively
and proposed the deletion of the final phrase — “in accordance with the
following articles” (ibid., p. 47). The Netherlands representative agreed
with that suggestion (ibid., pp. 49-50). After the USSR’s proposal to
delete Article I was rejected by 36 votes to 8 with 5 abstentions and its
proposal to transfer its various points to the Preamble was rejected by
40 votes to 8, and the phrase “whether committed in time of peace or of
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war” was inserted by 30 votes to.7 with 6 abstentions, the amended text
of Article I was adopted by 37 votes to 3 with 2 abstentions (ibid,, pp. 51
and 53),

165, For the Court both changes — the movement of the undertaking
from the Preamble to the first operative Article and the removal of the
linking clause (“in accordance with the following articles”) — confirm
that Article I does impose distinct obligations over and above those
imposed by other Articles of the Convention. In particular, the Contract-
ing Parties have a direct obligation to prevent genocide.

166. The Court next considers whether the Parties are also under an
obligation, by virtue of the Conveation, not to commit genocide them-
selves. It must be observed at the outset that such an obligation is not
expressly imposed by the actual terms of the Convention. The Applicant
has however advanced as its main argument that such an obligation is
imposed by Article IX, which confers on the Court jurisdiction over dis-
putes “including those relating to the responsibility of a State for geno-
cide or any of the other acts enumerated in Article III”. Since Article IX
is essentially a jurisdictional provision, the Court considers that it should
first ascertain whether the substantive obligation on States not to commit
genocide may flow from the other provisions of the Convention. Under
Article 1 the States parties are bound to prevent such an act, which it
describes as “a crime under international law”, being committed. The
Article does not expressis verbis require States to refrain from themselves
committing genocide. However, in the view of the Court, taking into
account the established purpose of the Convention, the effect of Article 1
is to prohibit States from themselves committing genocide. Such a pro-
hibition follows, first, from the fact that the Article categorizes genocide
as “a crime under international law”: by agreeing to such a categoriza-
tion, the States parties must logically be undertaking not to commit the
act so described. Secondly, it follows from the expressly stated obligation
to prevent the commission of acts of genocide. That obligation requires
the States parties, inter alia, to employ the means at their disposal, in
circumstances to be described more specifically later in this Judgment,
to prevent persons or groups not directly under their authority from
committing an act of genocide or any of the other acts mentioned in
Article I It would be paradoxical if States were thus under an obliga-
tion to prevent, so far as within their power, commission of genccide by
persons over whom they have a certain infiuence, but were not forbidden
to commit such acts through their own organs, or persons over whom
they have such firm control that their conduct is attributable to the State
concerned under international law. In short, the obligation to prevent geno-
cide necessarily implies the prohibition of the commission of genocide.
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167. The Court accordingly concludes that Contracting Parties to the
Convention are bound not to commit genocide, through the actions of
their organs or persons or groups whose acts are attributable to them.
That conclusion must also apply to the other acts enumerated in
Article III. Those acts are forbidden along with genocide itself in the
st included in Article 111, They are referred to equally with genocide in
Article IX and without being characterized as “punishable”; and the
“purely humanitarian and civilizing purpose” of the Convention may be
seen as being promoted by the fact that States are subject to that full set
of obligations, supporting their undertaking to prevent genocide. It is
true that the concepts used in paragraphs (6} to (e) of Article II, and
particularly that of “complicity”, refer to well known categories of crimi-

.nal law and, as such, appear particularly well adapted to the exercise
of penal sanctions against individuals. It would however not be in
keeping with the object and purpose of the Convention to deny that
the international responsibility of a State — even though quite different
in nature from criminal responsibility — can be engaged through one
of the acts, other than genocide itself, enumerated in Article III.

168. The conclusion that the Contracting Parties are bound in this
way by the Convention not to commit genocide and the other acts enu-
merated in Article III is confirmed by one unusual feature of the wording
of Article IX. But for that unusual feature and the addition of the word
“fulfilment” to the provision conferring on the Court jurisdiction over
disputes as to the “interpretation and application” of the Convention (an
addition which does not appear to be significant in this case), Article IX
would be a standard dispute settlement provision.

169. The unusual feature of Article IX is the phrase “including those
{disputes] relating to the responsibility of a State for genocide or any of
the other acts enumerated in Article III”. The word “including” tends to
confirm that disputes relating to the responsibility of Contracting Parties
for genocide, and the other acts enumerated in Article IIT to which it
refers, are comprised within a broader group of disputes relating to the
interpretation, application or fulfilment of the Convention. The respon-
sibility of a party for genocide and the other acts enumerated in
Article IIT arises from its failure to comply with the obligations imposed
by the other provisions of the Convention, and in particular, in the
present context, with Article Il read with Articles I and II. According
to the English text of the Convention, the responsibility contemplated is
responsibility “for genocide” (in French, “responsabilité . . . en maticre
de génocide™), not merely responsibility “for failing to prevent or
punish genocide”, The particular terms of the phrase as a whole
confirm that Contracting Parties may be responsible for genocide and
the other acts enumerated in Article III of the Convention.
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170. The Court now considers three arguments, advanced by the
Respondent which may be seen as contradicting the proposition that the
Convention imposes a duty on the Contracting Parties not to commit
genocide and the other acts enumerated in Article II1. The first is that, as
a matter of general principle, international law does not recognize the
criminal responsibility of the State, and the Genocide Convention does
not provide a vehicle for the imposition of such criminal responsibility.
On the matter of principle the Respondent calls attention to the rejection
by the ILC of the concept of international crimes when it prepared the
final draft of its Articles on State Responsibility, a decision reflecting the
strongly negative reactions of a number of States 10 any such concept.
The Applicant accepts that general international law does not recognize
the criminal responsibility of States. It contends, on the specific issue,
that the obligation for which the Respondent may be held responsible, in
the event of breach, in proceedings under Article IX, is simply an obliga-
tion arising under international law, in this case the provisions of the
Convention, The Court observes that the obligations in question in this
case, arising from the terms of the Convention, and the responsibilities of
States that would arise from breach of such obligations, arg obligations
and responsibilities under international law. They are not of a criminal
nature. This argument accordingly cannot be accepted.

171. The second argument of the Respondent is that the nature of the
Convention is such as to exclude from its scope State responsibility for
genocide and the other enumeralted acts. The Convention, it is said, is a
standard international criminal law convention focused essentially on the
criminal prosecution and punishment of individuals and not on the
responsibility of States. The emphasis of the Convention on the obliga-
tions and responsibility of individuals excludes any possibility of States
being liable and responsible in the event of breach of the obligations
reflected in Article TIL In particular, it is said, that possibility cannot
stand in the face of the references, in Article II to punishment (of indi-
viduals), and in Article IV to individuals being punished, and the require-
ment, in Article V for legislation in particular for effective penalties for
persons guilty of genocide, the provision in Article VI for the prosecution
of persons charged with genocide, and requirement in Article VII for
extradition.

172. The Court is mindful of the fact that the famous sentence in the
Nuremberg Judgment that “fcjrimes against international law are com-
mitted by men, not by abstract entities . . .” (Judgment of the Interna-
tional Military Tribunal, Trial of the Major War Criminals, 1947, Offi-
cial Documents, Vol. |, p. 223} might be invoked in support of the
proposition that only individuals can breach the obligations set out in
Article III. But the Court notes that that Tribunal was answering the
argument that “international law is concerned with the actions of sov-
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ereign States, and provides no punishment for individuals” (Judgment of
the International Military Tribunal, op. cit., p. 222), and that thus States
alone were responsible under internationat law. The Tribunal rejected
that argument in the following terms: “[t]hat international law imposes
duties and liabilities upon individuals as well as upon States has long
been recognized” (ibid., p. 223; the phrase “as well as upon States” is
missing in the French text of the Judgment).

173. The Court observes that that duality of responsibility continues
to be a constant feature of international law. This feature is reflected in
Article 25, paragraph 4, of the Rome Statute for the International Crimi-
nal Court, now accepted by 104 States: “No provision in this Statute
relating to individual criminal responsibility shall affect the responsibility
of States under international law.” The Court notes also that the ILC’s
Articles on the Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts
(Annex to General Assembly resolution 56/83, 12 December 2001), to be
referred to hereinafter as “the ILC Articles on State Responsibility”,
affirm in Article 58 the other side of the coin: “These articles are without
prejudice fo any question of the individual responsibility under interna-
tional law of any person acting on behalf of a State.” In its Commentary
on this provision, the Commission said:

“Where crimes against international law are committed by State
officials, it will often be the case that the State itself is responsible for
the acts in question or for failure to prevent or punish them. In cer-
tain cases, in particular aggression, the State will by definition be
involved. Even so, the question of individual responsibility is in prin-
ciple distinct from the question of State responsibility. The State is
not exempted from its own responsibility for internationally wrong-
ful conduct by the prosecution and punishment of the State officials
who carried it out.” (ILC Commentary on the Draft Articles on
Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, IL.C
Report A/56/10, 2001, Commentary on Article 58, para. 3.)

The Commission quoted Article 25, paragraph 4, of the Rome Statute,
and concluded as follows:

“Article 58 . . . {makes] it clear that the Articles do not address the
question of the individual responsibility under international law of
any person acting on behalf of a State, The term ‘individual respon-
sibility’ has acquired an accepted meaning in light of the Rome
Statute and other instruments; it refers to the responsibility of indi-
vidual persons, including State officials, under certain rules of inter-
national law for conduct such as genocide, war crimes and crimes
against humanity.”
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174. The Court sees nothing in the wording or the structure of the pro-
visions of the Convention relating to individual criminal liability which
would displace the meaning of Article I, read with paragraphs (a) to (e)
of Article 111, so far as these provisions impose obligations on States dis-
tinct from the obligations which the Convention requires them to place
on individuals. Furthermore, the fact that Articles V, VI and VII focus
on individuals cannot itself establish that the Contracting Parties may
not be subject to obligations not to commit genocide and the other acts
enumerated in Article IIE

175. The third and final argument of the Respondent against the
proposition that the Coniracting Parties are bound by the Convention
not to commit genocide is based on the preparatory work of the Conven-
tion and particularly of Article IX. The Court has already used part of
that work to confirm the operative significance of the undertaking in
Article I (see paragraphs 164 and 165 above), an interpretation already
determined from the terms of the Convention, its context and purpose.

176. The Respondent, claiming that the Convention and in particular
Article IX is ambiguous, submits that the drafting history of the Conven-
tion, in the Sixth Committee of the General Assembly, shows that “there
was no question of direct responsibility of the State for acts of genocide”.
It claims that the responsibility of the State was related to the “key pro-
visions” of Articles IV-VI: the Convention is about the criminal respon-
sibility of individuals supported by the civil responsibility of States to
prevent and punish. This argument against any wider responsibility for
the Contracting Parties is based on the records of the discussion in the
Sixth Committee, and is, it is contended, supported by the rejection of
United Kingdom amendments to what became Articles ['V and VI. Had
the first amendment been adopted, Article IV, concerning the puhish-
ment of individuals committing genocide or any of the acts enumerated
in Article IHI, would have been extended by the following additional sen-
tence: “[Acts of genocide] committed by or on behalf of States or gov-
crnments constitute a breach of the present Convention.”(A/C.6/236 and
Corr. 1.) That amendment was defeated (United Nations, Official Records
of the General Assembly, Third Session, Part I, Sixth Committee, Sum-
mary Records of the 96th Meeting, p. 355). What became Article VI
would have been replaced by a provision conferring jurisdiction on the
Court if an act of genocide is or is alleged to be the act of a State or
government or its organs. The United Kingdom in response to objections
that the proposal was out of order (becanse it meant going back on a
decision already taken) withdrew the amendment in favour of the joint
amendment to what became Article IX, submitted by the United King-
dom and Belgium (ibid., 100th Meeting, p. 394). In speaking to that joint
amendment the United Kingdom delegate acknowledged that the debate
had. clearly shown the Committee’s decision to confine what is now
Articte VI to the responsibility of individuals (ibid, 100th Meeting,
p. 430). The United Kingdom/Belgium amendment would have added
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the words “including disputes relating to the responsibility of a State for
any of the acts enumerated in Articles II and IV [as the Convention
was then drafted]”. The United Kingdom delegate explained that
what was involved was civil responsibility, not criminal responsi-
bility (United Nations, Official Records of the General Assembly, op. cit.,
103rd Meeting, p. 440). A proposal to delete those words failed and the
provision was adopted (ibid., 104th Meeting, p. 447), with style changes
being made by the Drafting Committee,

177. At a later stage a Belgium/United Kingdom/United States pro-
posal which would have replaced the disputed phrase by including “dis-
putes arising from a charge by a Contracting Party that the crime of
genocide or any other of the acts enumerated in article III has been com-
mitted within the jurisdiction of another Contracting Party” was ruled by
the Chairman of the Sixth Committee as a change of substance and
the Committee did not adopt the motion (which required a two-thirds
majority)} for reconsideration (A/C.6/305). The Chairman gave the
following reason for his ruling which was not challenged:

“it was provided in article IX that those disputes, among others,
which concerned the responsibility of a State for genocide or for any
of the acts enumerated in article III, should be submitted to the
International Court of Justice. According to the joint amendment,
on the other hand, the disputes would not be those which concerned
the responsibility of the State but those which resulted from an accu-
sation to the effect that the crime had been committed in the terri-
tory of one of the contracting parties.” (United Nations, Official
Records of the General Assembly, Third Session, Part I, Sixth Com-
mittee, Summary Records of the 1315t Meeting, p. 690.)

By that time in the deliberations of the Sixth Committee it was clear that
only individuals could be held criminally responsible under the draft
Convention for genocide. The Chairman was plainly of the view that the
Article TX, as it had been modified, provided for State responsibility for
genocide.

178. In the view of the Court, two points may be drawn from the
drafting history just reviewed. The first is that much of it was concerned
with proposals supporting the criminal responsibility of States; but those
proposals were rot adopted. The second is that the amendment which
was adopted — to Article EX — is about jurisdiction in respect of the
responsibility of States simpliciter. Consequently, the drafting history
may be seen as supporting the conclusion reached by the Court in para-
graph 167 above,

179. Accordingly, having considered the various arguments, the Court

affirms that the Contracting Parties are bound by the obligation under
the Convention not to commit, through their organs or persons or
groups whose conduct is attributable to them, genocide and the other
acts enumerated in Article IT1. Thus if an organ of the State, or a person
or group whose acts are legally attributable to the State, commits any of
the acts proscribed by Article III of the Convention, the international
responsibility of that State is incurred.



