
PART V 

EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE 

 
… 

Article 73 

Enforcement of laws and regulations of the coastal State 

1. The coastal State may, in the exercise of its sovereign rights to explore, exploit, conserve and manage 
the living resources in the exclusive economic zone, take such measures, including boarding, inspection, 
arrest and judicial proceedings, as may be necessary to ensure compliance with the laws and regulations 
adopted by it in conformity with this Convention. 

2. Arrested vessels and their crews shall be promptly released upon the posting of reasonable bond or 
other security. 

3. Coastal State penalties for violations of fisheries laws and regulations in the exclusive economic zone 
may not include imprisonment, in the absence of agreements to the contrary by the States concerned, or 
any other form of corporal punishment. 

4. In cases of arrest or detention of foreign vessels the coastal State shall promptly notify the flag State, 
through appropriate channels, of the action taken and of any penalties subsequently imposed. 

 
 

… 

PART XV 

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 

 
… 

SECTION 2. COMPULSORY PROCEDURES ENTAILING BINDING DECISIONS 

… 

Article 292 

Prompt release of vessels and crews 

1. Where the authorities of a State Party have detained a vessel flying the flag of another State Party and it 
is alleged that the detaining State has not complied with the provisions of this Convention for the prompt 



release of the vessel or its crew upon the posting of a reasonable bond or other financial security, the 
question of release from detention may be submitted to any court or tribunal agreed upon by the parties 
or, failing such agreement within 10 days from the time of detention, to a court or tribunal accepted by the 
detaining State under article 287 or to the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, unless the parties 
otherwise agree. 

2. The application for release may be made only by or on behalf of the flag State of the vessel. 

3. The court or tribunal shall deal without delay with the application for release and shall deal only with 
the question of release, without prejudice to the merits of any case before the appropriate domestic forum 
against the vessel, its owner or its crew. The authorities of the detaining State remain competent to release 
the vessel or its crew at any time. 

4. Upon the posting of the bond or other financial security determined by the court or tribunal, the 
authorities of the detaining State shall comply promptly with the decision of the court or tribunal 
concerning the release of the vessel or its crew. 

 

Article 293 

Applicable law 

1. A court or tribunal having jurisdiction under this section shall apply this Convention and other rules of 
international law not incompatible with this Convention. 

2. Paragraph l does not prejudice the power of the court or tribunal having jurisdiction under this section 
to decide a case ex aequo et bono, if the parties so agree. 

 
… 

PART XVI 

 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 
 

Article 300 

Good faith and abuse of rights 

States Parties shall fulfil in good faith the obligations assumed under this Convention and shall exercise 
the rights, jurisdiction and freedoms recognized in this Convention in a manner which would not 
constitute an abuse of right. 

 
 


