
UNCLOS—Selected provisions 
 

Article 27 
Criminal jurisdiction on board a foreign ship 

1. The criminal jurisdiction of the coastal State should not be exercised 
on board a foreign ship passing through the territorial sea to arrest any person 
or to conduct any investigation in connection with any crime committed on 
board the ship during its passage, save only in the following cases: 

(a) if the consequences of the crime extend to the coastal State; 
(b) if the crime is of a kind to disturb the peace of the country or 
the good order of the territorial sea; 
(c) if the assistance of the local authorities has been requested by 
the master of the ship or by a diplomatic agent or consular 
officer of the flag State; or 
(d) if such measures are necessary for the suppression of illicit 
traffic in narcotic drugs or psychotropic substances. 

2. The above provisions do not affect the right of the coastal State to 
take any steps authorized by its laws for the purpose of an arrest or 
investigation on board a foreign ship passing through the territorial sea after 
leaving internal waters. 
3. In the cases provided for in paragraphs 1 and 2, the coastal State 
shall, if the master so requests, notify a diplomatic agent or consular officer 
of the flag State before taking any steps, and shall facilitate contact between 
such agent or officer and the ship's crew. In cases of emergency this 
notification may be communicated while the measures are being taken. 
4. In considering whether or in what manner an arrest should be made, 
the local authorities shall have due regard to the interests of navigation. 
5. Except as provided in Part XII or with respect to violations of laws 
and regulations adopted in accordance with Part V, the coastal State may not 
take any steps on board a foreign ship passing through the territorial sea to 
arrest any person or to conduct any investigation in connection with any crime 
committed before the ship entered the territorial sea, if the ship, proceeding 
from a foreign port, is only passing through the territorial sea without entering 
internal waters. 
 

Article 73 
Enforcement of laws and regulations of the coastal State 

1. The coastal State may, in the exercise of its sovereign rights to 
explore, exploit, conserve and manage the living resources in the exclusive 
economic zone, take such measures, including boarding, inspection, arrest 
and judicial proceedings, as may be necessary to ensure compliance with the 
laws and regulations adopted by it in conformity with this Convention. 
2. Arrested vessels and their crews shall be promptly released upon the 
posting of reasonable bond or other security. 
3. Coastal State penalties for violations of fisheries laws and 
regulations in the exclusive economic zone may not include imprisonment, in 
the absence of agreements to the contrary by the States concerned, or any 
other form of corporal punishment. 
4. In cases of arrest or detention of foreign vessels the coastal State 
shall promptly notify the flag State, through appropriate channels, of the 
action taken and of any penalties subsequently imposed. 
 
 
 
 
 



Article 110 
Right of visit 

1. Except where acts of interference derive from powers conferred by 
treaty, a warship which encounters on the high seas a foreign ship, other than 
a ship entitled to complete immunity in accordance with articles 95 and 96, 
is not justified in boarding it unless there is reasonable ground for suspecting 
that: 
(a) the ship is engaged in piracy; 
(b) the ship is engaged in the slave trade; 
(c) the ship is engaged in unauthorized broadcasting and the flag 
State of the warship has jurisdiction under article 109; 
(d) the ship is without nationality; or 
(e) though flying a foreign flag or refusing to show its flag, the ship 
is, in reality, of the same nationality as the warship. 
2. In the cases provided for in paragraph 1, the warship may proceed 
to verify the ship's right to fly its flag. To this end, it may send a boat under 
the command of an officer to the suspected ship. If suspicion remains after 
the documents have been checked, it may proceed to a further examination on 
board the ship, which must be carried out with all possible consideration. 
3. If the suspicions prove to be unfounded, and provided that the ship 
boarded has not committed any act justifying them, it shall be compensated 
for any loss or damage that may have been sustained. 
4. These provisions apply mutatis mutandis to military aircraft. 
5. These provisions also apply to any other duly authorized ships or 
aircraft clearly marked and identifiable as being on government service. 
 
 


