
UN CHARTER 

Article 2 

The Organization and its Members, in pursuit of the Purposes stated in Article 1, shall act 

in accordance with the following Principles. … 

3. All Members shall settle their international disputes by peaceful means in such a 

manner that international peace and security, and justice, are not endangered. 

4. All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force 

against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other 

manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations. 

6. The Organization shall ensure that states which are not Members of the United Nations 

act in accordance with these Principles so far as may be necessary for the maintenance of 

international peace and security. 

7. Nothing contained in the present Charter shall authorize the United Nations to 

intervene in matters which are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of any state or 

shall require the Members to submit such matters to settlement under the present Charter; 

but this principle shall not prejudice the application of enforcement measures under 

Chapter VII. 

Article 11 

1. The General Assembly may consider the general principles of cooperation in the 

maintenance of international peace and security, including the principles governing 

disarmament and the regulation of armaments, and may make recommendations with 

regard to such principles to the Members or to the Security Council or to both. 

2. The General Assembly may discuss any questions relating to the maintenance of 

international peace and security brought before it by any Member of the United Nations, 

or by the Security Council, or by a state which is not a Member of the United Nations in 

accordance with Article 35, paragraph 2, and, except as provided in Article 12, may make 

recommendations with regard to any such questions to the state or states concerned or to 

the Security Council or to both. Any such question on which action is necessary shall be 

referred to the Security Council by the General Assembly either before or after 

discussion. 

3. The General Assembly may call the attention of the Security Council to situations 

which are likely to endanger international peace and security. 

4. The powers of the General Assembly set forth in this Article shall not limit the general 

scope of Article 10. 

Article 25  



The Members of the United Nations agree to accept and carry out the decisions of the 

Security Council in accordance with the present Charter.  

Article 39 

The Security Council shall determine the existence of any threat to the peace, breach of 

the peace, or act of aggression and shall make recommendations, or decide what 

measures shall be taken in accordance with Articles 41 and 42, to maintain or restore 

international peace and security. 

Article 40 

In order to prevent an aggravation of the situation, the Security Council may, before 

making the recommendations or deciding upon the measures provided for in Article 39, 

call upon the parties concerned to comply with such provisional measures as it deems 

necessary or desirable. Such provisional measures shall be without prejudice to the rights, 

claims, or position of the parties concerned. The Security Council shall duly take account 

of failure to comply with such provisional measures. 

Article 41 

The Security Council may decide what measures not involving the use of armed force are 

to be employed to give effect to its decisions, and it may call upon the Members of the 

United Nations to apply such measures. These may include complete or partial 

interruption of economic relations and of rail, sea, air, postal, telegraphic, radio, and other 

means of communication, and the severance of diplomatic relations. 

Article 42 

Should the Security Council consider that measures provided for in Article 41 would be 

inadequate or have proved to be inadequate, it may take such action by air, sea, or land 

forces as may be necessary to maintain or restore international peace and security. Such 

action may include demonstrations, blockade, and other operations by air, sea, or land 

forces of Members of the United Nations. 

Article 51 

Nothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right of individual or collective 

self-defense if an armed attack occurs against a Member of the United Nations, until the 

Security Council has taken measures necessary to maintain international peace and 

security. Measures taken by Members in the exercise of this right of self-defense shall be 

immediately reported to the Security Council and shall not in any way affect the authority 

and responsibility of the Security Council under the present Charter to take at any time 

such action as it deems necessary in order to maintain or restore international peace and 

security. 

Article 53  

1. The Security Council shall, where appropriate, utilize such regional arrangements or 

agencies for enforcement action under its authority. But no enforcement action shall be 



taken under regional arrangements or by regional agencies without the authorization of 

the Security Council, with the exception of measures against any enemy state, as defined 

in paragraph 2 of this Article, provided for pursuant to Article 107 or in regional 

arrangements directed against renewal of aggressive policy on the part of any such state, 

until such time as the Organization may, on request of the Governments concerned, be 

charged with the responsibility for preventing further aggression by such a state.  

2. The term enemy state as used in para- graph 1 of this Article applies to any state which 

during the Second World War has been an enemy of any signatory of the present Charter.  

 


