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Article 13  
Consent to be bound by a treaty expressed by an exchange of instruments constituting a treaty 

The consent of States to be bound by a treaty constituted by instruments exchanged between them is 
expressed by that exchange when:  

(a) the instruments provide that their exchange shall have that effect; or  

(b) it is otherwise established that those States were agreed that the exchange of instruments should have 
that effect. 

 
Article 14  

Consent to be bound by a treaty expressed by ratification, acceptance or approval 

1. The consent of a State to be bound by a treaty is expressed by ratification when:  

(a) the treaty provides for such consent to be expressed by means of ratification;  

(b) it is otherwise established that the negotiating States were agreed that ratification should be required;  

(c) the representative of the State has signed the treaty subject to ratification; or  

(d) the intention of the State to sign the treaty subject to ratification appears from the full powers of its 
representative or was expressed during the negotiation. 

2. The consent of a State to be bound by a treaty is expressed by acceptance or approval under conditions 
similar to those which apply to ratification.  

 
Article 15  

Consent to be bound by a treaty expressed by accession 

The consent of a State to be bound by a treaty is expressed by accession when:  

(a) the treaty provides that such consent may be expressed by that State by means of accession;  

(b) it is otherwise established that the negotiating States were agreed that such consent may be expressed by 
that State by means of accession; or  

(c) all the parties have subsequently agreed that such consent may be expressed by that State by means of 
accession. 

 

 



Article 18  
Obligation not to defeat the object and purpose of a treaty prior to its entry into force 

A State is obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat the object and purpose of a treaty when:  

(a) it has signed the treaty or has exchanged instruments constituting the treaty subject to ratification, 
acceptance or approval, until it shall have made its intention clear not to become a party to the treaty; or  

(b) it has expressed its consent to be bound by the treaty, pending the entry into force of the treaty and 
provided that such entry into force is not unduly delayed. 

 

SECTION 3. ENTRY INTO FORCE AND PROVISIONAL APPLICATION OF TREATIES  

Article 24  
Entry into force 

1. A treaty enters into force in such manner and upon such date as it may provide or as the negotiating 
States may agree.  

2. Failing any such provision or agreement, a treaty enters into force as soon as consent to be bound by the 
treaty has been established for all the negotiating States.  

3. When the consent of a State to be bound by a treaty is established on a date after the treaty has come into 
force, the treaty enters into force for that State on that date, unless the treaty otherwise provides.  

4. The provisions of a treaty regulating the authentication of its text, the establishment of 
the consent of States to be bound by the treaty, the manner or date of its entry into force, 
reservations, the functions of the depositary and other matters arising necessarily before 
the entry into force of the treaty apply from the time of the adoption of its text.  
   
   

 


