
Resolution adopted by the General Assembly 
[without reference to a Main Committee (A/61/L.38 and Add.1)] 
 
61/105. Sustainable fisheries, including through the 1995 Agreement for the 
Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of 
Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, and related instruments 
 
 
 
 
X. Responsible fisheries in the marine ecosystem 
 
76. Encourages States to apply by 2010 the ecosystem approach, notes the Reykjavik 
Declaration on Responsible Fisheries in the Marine Ecosystem13 and decision VII/1114 
and other relevant decisions of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, notes the work of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations related to guidelines for the implementation of the ecosystem approach to 
fisheries management, and also notes the importance to this approach of relevant 
provisions of the Agreement and the Code;  
77. Also encourages States, individually or through regional fisheries management 
organizations and arrangements and other relevant international organizations, to work to 
ensure that fisheries and other ecosystem data collection is performed in a coordinated 
and integrated manner, facilitating incorporation into global observation initiatives, 
where appropriate; 
78. Further encourages States to increase scientific research in accordance with 
international law on the marine ecosystem; 
79. Calls upon States, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and 
other specialized agencies of the United Nations, subregional and regional fisheries 
management organizations and arrangements, where appropriate, and other appropriate 
intergovernmental bodies, to cooperate in achieving sustainable aquaculture, including 
through information exchange, developing equivalent standards on such issues as aquatic 
animal health and human health and safety concerns, assessing the potential positive and 
negative impacts of aquaculture, including socio-economics, on the marine and coastal 
environment, including biodiversity, and adopting relevant methods and techniques to 
minimize and mitigate adverse effects; 
80. Calls upon States to take action immediately, individually and through regional 
fisheries management organizations and arrangements, and consistent with the 
precautionary approach and ecosystem approaches, to sustainably manage fish stocks and 
protect vulnerable marine ecosystems, including seamounts, hydrothermal vents and cold 
water corals, from destructive fishing practices, recognizing the immense importance and 
value of deep sea ecosystems and the biodiversity they contain; 
81. Reaffirms the importance it attaches to paragraphs 66 to 69 of its resolution 59/25 
concerning the impacts of fishing on vulnerable marine ecosystems; 
82. Welcomes the important progress made by States and regional fisheries management 
organizations or arrangements with the competence to regulate bottom fisheries to give 
effect to paragraphs 66 to 69 of its resolution 59/25 to address the impacts of fishing on 



vulnerable marine ecosystems, including through initiating negotiations to establish new 
regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements, but on the basis of the 
review called for in paragraph 71 of that resolution, recognizes that additional actions are 
urgently needed; 
83. Calls upon regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements with the 
competence to regulate bottom fisheries to adopt and implement measures, in accordance 
with the precautionary approach, ecosystem approaches and international law, for their 
respective regulatory areas as a matter of priority, but not later than 31 December 2008: 

(a) To assess, on the basis of the best available scientific information, whether 
individual bottom fishing activities would have significant adverse impacts on vulnerable 
marine ecosystems, and to ensure that if it is assessed that these activities would have 
significant adverse impacts, they are managed to prevent such impacts, or not authorized 
to proceed; 

(b) To identify vulnerable marine ecosystems and determine whether bottom 
fishing activities would cause significant adverse impacts to such ecosystems and the 
long-term sustainability of deep sea fish stocks, inter alia, by improving scientific 
research and data collection and sharing, and through new and exploratory fisheries; 

(c) In respect of areas where vulnerable marine ecosystems, including seamounts, 
hydrothermal vents and cold water corals, are known to occur or are likely to occur based 
on the best available scientific information, to close such areas to bottom fishing and 
ensure that such activities do not proceed unless conservation and management measures 
have been established to prevent significant adverse impacts on vulnerable marine 
ecosystems; 

(d) To require members of the regional fisheries management organizations or 
arrangements to require vessels flying their flag to cease bottom fishing activities in areas 
where, in the course of fishing operations, vulnerable marine ecosystems are encountered, 
and to report the encounter so that appropriate measures can be adopted in respect of the 
relevant site; 
84. Also calls upon regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements with 
the competence to regulate bottom fisheries to make the measures adopted pursuant to 
paragraph 83 of the present resolution publicly available; 
85. Calls upon those States participating in negotiations to establish a regional fisheries 
management organization or arrangement competent to regulate bottom fisheries to 
expedite such negotiations and, by no later than 31 December 2007, to adopt and 
implement interim measures consistent with paragraph 83 of the present resolution and 
make these measures publicly available; 
86. Calls upon flag States to either adopt and implement measures in accordance with 
paragraph 83 of the present resolution, mutatis mutandis, or cease to authorize fishing 
vessels flying their flag to conduct bottom fisheries in areas beyond national jurisdiction 
where there is no regional fisheries management organization or arrangement with the 
competence to regulate such fisheries or interim measures in accordance with paragraph 
85 of the present resolution, until measures are taken in accordance with paragraph 83 or 
85 of the present resolution; 
87. Further calls upon States to make publicly available through the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations a list of those vessels flying their flag 



authorized to conduct bottom fisheries in areas beyond national jurisdiction, and the 
measures they have adopted pursuant to paragraph 86 of the present resolution; 
88. Emphasizes the critical role played by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations in providing expert technical advice, in assisting with international 
fisheries policy development and management standards, and in collection and 
dissemination of information on fisheries-related issues, including the protection of 
vulnerable marine ecosystems from the impacts of fishing; 
89. Commends the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations for its work 
on the management of deep sea fisheries in the high seas, including the expert 
consultation held from 21 to 23 November 2006 in Bangkok, and further invites the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to establish at its next Committee on 
Fisheries meeting a time frame of relevant work with respect to the management of deep 
sea fisheries in the high seas, including enhancing data collection and dissemination, 
promoting information exchange and increased knowledge on deep sea fishing activities, 
such as through convening a meeting of States engaged in such fisheries, developing 
standards and criteria for use by States and regional fisheries management organizations 
or arrangements in identifying vulnerable marine ecosystems and the impacts of fishing 
on such ecosystems, and establishing standards for the management of deep sea fisheries, 
such as through the development of an international plan of action; 
90. Invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to consider 
creating a global database of information on vulnerable marine ecosystems in areas 
beyond national jurisdiction to assist States in assessing any impacts of bottom fisheries 
on vulnerable marine ecosystems, and invites States and regional fisheries management 
organizations or arrangements to submit information to any such database on all 
vulnerable marine ecosystems identified in accordance with paragraph 83 of the present 
resolution; 
91. Requests the Secretary-General, in cooperation with the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, to include in his report concerning fisheries to the 
General Assembly at its sixty-fourth session a section on the actions taken by States and 
regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements in response to paragraphs 
83 to 90 of the present resolution, and decides to conduct a further review of such actions 
at that session in 2009, with a view to further recommendations, where necessary; 92. 
Encourages accelerated progress to establish criteria on the objectives and management 
of marine protected areas for fisheries purposes, and in this regard welcomes the 
proposed work of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to 
develop technical guidelines in accordance with the Convention on the design, 
implementation and testing of marine protected areas for such purposes, and urges 
coordination and cooperation among all relevant international organizations and bodies; 
93. Notes that the Second Intergovernmental Review Meeting of the Global Programme 
of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Landbased Activities was 
held from 16 to 20 October 2006 in Beijing, and urges all States to implement the Global 
Programme of Action and to accelerate activity to safeguard the marine ecosystem, 
including fish stocks, against pollution and physical degradation; 
94. Reaffirms the importance it attaches to paragraphs 77 to 81 of its resolution 60/31 
concerning the issue of lost, abandoned, or discarded fishing gear and related marine 
debris and the adverse impacts such debris and derelict fishing gear have on, inter alia, 



fish stocks, habitats and other marine species, and urges accelerated progress by States 
and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements in implementing 
those paragraphs of the resolution; 
95. Further encourages the Committee on Fisheries of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations to consider the issue of derelict fishing gear and 
related marine debris at its next meeting in 2007, and in particular the implementation of 
relevant provisions of the Code; 
 


