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"Since its establishment, the State of Israel has been the victim of continuous threats 
and attacks on its very existence as well as on the life and property of its citizens. 
 
These have taken the form of threats of war, of actual armed attacks, and campaigns of 
terrorism resulting in the murder of and injury to human beings. 
 
In view of the above, the State of Emergency which was proclaimed in May 1948 has 
remained in force ever since. This situation constitutes a public emergency within the 
meaning of article 4 (1) of the Covenant. 
 
The Government of Israel has therefore found it necessary, in accordance with the said 
article 4, to take measures to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the 
situation, for the defence of the State and for the protection of life and property, 
including the exercise of powers of arrest and detention. 
 
In so far as any of these measures are inconsistent with article 9 of the Covenant, Israel 
thereby derogates from its obligations under that provision." 
 


